Chapter IV

ENGLAND AND THE TURKS

IN the month of May, 1583, the efforts to establish
permanent relations between this country and
Turkey, inaugurated by the commercial enterprise of two
London citizens eight years before and seconded by the
political insight of Queen Elizabeth, were sealed with
success. On the third of that month the first English
ambassador, Master William Harborne, loaded with rich
presents from the Queen to the Grand Signor, was re-
ceived in audience at the Seraglio, and the Levant Com-
pany had the Ottoman markets opened to them on the
same terms as those enjoyed by the merchants of France.1
Through this characteristic alliance between the Court
and the City was established an Anglo-Ottoman con-
nexion by which the interests of English policy were to be
served no less than the interests of English trade.2 Until
then the Sultan had believed that England was a province
of France.3 Henceforth good care was taken to per-

1  See Hakluyt, v. 167 foil. ; Calendar of Venetian State Papers,
viii.    An earlier patent granted by Suleiman the Magnificent to
the intrepid commercial traveller Anthony Jenkinson at Aleppo
in 1553 (Hakluyt, ibid, 109), had apparently fallen into oblivion.

2  The alliance endured till 1825, when the Turkey Merchants
surrendered their Charter to the Government.    Throughout that
period the English Ambassador at Constantinople was the joint
servant of the Company and the Crown, deriving his appointment
from both and his pay from the former, and reporting progress to
both.                        3 Birch's Memoirs, i. 36.
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